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dyeing, were being dried in the shade; and some, after dyeing were
twisted into shapes of sprays* Same of these workers spotted these
textures with saffron paste and some tore the fragile stuffs grasped
by the servitors. Couches were overlaid with gay coverlets and
bodices with star-like pearls. Thousands of canvas and cloth pieces
were divided for various uses. There were awnings bright and soft,
freshly dyed bark-silk, marquees had roofs covered all over with
garments, and posts were swathed in strips of variegated silk1,

The most important place in the marriage pandal was the mar-
riage altar. It was whitened with, new plaster and surrounded by
invited kings. Gleaming around it were earthen dolls whose hands
bore auspicious fruits, which had five-mouthed cups bristling with
dew-besprent blades of barley,2 and enemies' faces painted with soft
colours. Brahmana witnesses busied themselves in kindling the flame
which smoked under logs heaped by the teachers. Close to the fire
unsoiled green Kusa grass was set and lard by were bundles of
pounding stones, antelope skins, ghee, garlands, and fuel, while a
sparkle of parched grain was mixed with dark Saim leaves placed in
new baskets*3 The dolls bearing auspicious fruits perhaps symbolise
the idea of fertility.

During the marriage, even the king and queen took a personal interest
in. the ordinary matters pertaining to the ceremony. Queen Yasovati,
for instance, personally attended to the invited ladies, commanded her
servants and looked after things done and omitted. Meanwhile the
king, Prabhakaravardhana, in the * distraction of fatherly affection,*
did everything in person along with his two sons.4

The actual ceremonial of a royal marriage can also be ascertained
from the works of Bana. In the case of Bajyasrfs wedding, on the
marriage day, at dawn all strangers were expelled from the palace by
the chamberlains and the royal family was drawn apart. Anon the
groom-in-waiting introduced to the king a betel-bearer from the bride-
groom's presence. The king inquired of his son-in-law's health, greetings
were exchanged and he was sent away with this mission: *rAt the
first watch of the night see that no mishap arises owing to the

1  Banaf op. dt., p. 125.
2  In the Silvppadikaram it is related that during Kovalan's marriage some ladies
carried lamps, vessels wadpalikai pots of tender shoots.   See, Tlie SilappadMratn, p. 90
(trans, by V. R. Ramachandra Dikshitai, 1939).    Tlie Bodhyam GrfyasStra mentions
five palikais for marriage purposes, p. 328, (My, ed).
8 Baria, op. cil, pp. 129-30,
* Ibid., p. 12$.   Italics mine,